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The Cormorant Township Board meeting was held on Tuesday, March 31, 2026, at 7:00

p.m. at the Cormorant Community Center. Board members present were Chairperson Steve

Sorenson, Supervisors John Buhaug and Kevin Wickenheiser, Treasurer Cindy Wipperling, and

Deputy Clerk Penny Wickenheiser. Clerk Claudia Hanson was absent.

A.
B.

Call to Order by Chairperson Sorenson followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Minutes from February 24", 2026, regular meeting was read. Motion to approve minutes

made by John, seconded by Kevin carried 3-0. The claims/bills were signed as presented.

1))

2)

. New Business

Rachelle Ryssem — Liquor License (old Swanies/Sauce’d) — Rachelle Ryssem was
present at the meeting and is leasing the bar/restaurant at Swanies. The name of the new
bar/restaurant will be Hi-Ho on the Lake, planning to have a soft opening at the end of
April. Her fiancée’s family owns the other Hi-Ho restaurants. She and her fiancée have
camped at Swanies the past four years, and her future in-laws have camped there for 30
years. Liquor license was approved and signed by Supervisor Steve Sorenson and
Deputy Clerk Penny Wickenheiser.

Stan Ryland Lake Ida Lake Association, Culvert Replacement — Stan Ryland was
present at the meeting along with Dennis Biewer and Steve Slabik, all of the Lake Ida
Lake Association. Mr. Ryland mentioned an easement was granted for a culvert to be
installed on his property approximately 22-23 years ago. This culvert has served to
stabilize the water level of Lake Ida and has required very little maintenance. However,
he stated that the culvert is now in need of repair. He provided a copy of the Deed of
Easement Appurtenant dated October 17, 2001, for review. Steve mentioned that Jay
Carlson was the attorney that assisted the township in 2001. Mr. Ryland is requesting the
township locate any additional documentation regarding this culvert. Steve mentioned he
recalls that Lake Ida residents in Becker County had to pay a special assessment for
approximately three years to fund the installation of the culvert. Steve mentioned David
Douglas may have information regarding this issue. Mr. Biewer stated that Lake Ida
Association has been accepting pledges from homeowners to contribute to the cost of

repairs needed on the culvert. Discussion ensued about checking with the
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DNR and Cormorant Lakes Watershed for documentation. Board noted Clerk Hanson
is not present at the meeting and will be asked to investigate this issue upon her return.

This subject was tabled.

D. Old Business

1) Mark Giddings — 250" Anniversary — Mr. Giddings was not present at the meeting.

2)

3)

Dennis Olsen, Birch Point — Mr. Olsen was present. He provided the Board with a
document citing his request to inspect data under Minnesota Statues, section 13.04
subdivision 3.

Lisa Marschall, Township Assessor, Board of Review Tuesday, April 215 at 11:00
a.m. — Lisa Marschall was present. She provided the Board with a new 2-year contract
for continuation of conducting property assessments for Cormorant Township. Ms.
Marschall stated that she has been instructed by Becker County that she now must ensure
that tabs are on all campers within campgrounds and has a duty to report offenders. She
has written a letter to campground resort owners but is uncertain if she has the authority
to alert them of this new rule. The proposed price increase is from $5 to $8 per camper.
This would result in an increase to the contract by $795 per year. The previous parcel
assessment fee remains $5 per parcel. John motioned to approve the new 2-year contract,
Kevin seconded the motion. Carried 3-0. Contract signed by Steve and Penny.

The Board of Review is scheduled for April 21% at 11:00 a.m. Leo Brekke, the
County Assessor, will be present. Ms. Marschall mentioned that she recently learned that
Becker County properties that are reassessed at the Board of Review are only applicable
for one year. Therefore, each property owner will need to resubmit their request for

readjustment of property value on an annual basis.

E. Recycling

Y

2)

Cindy Wipperling Organic Compost Recycling — Cindy proposed the implementation
of offering organic composting at recycling sites. Board requested she gather more
information and present at a future meeting.

Open Brush Site? - John indicated he is waiting on the ground to thaw to open the brush

site.



3)

4)

1)
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Ila, Signage Improvement — Ila Lindstrom presented the Board with possibility to
improve the signage at the brush/compost site. The new signage would be more
reflective and alert consumers to the right place to dispose of their brush and/or compost.
Walking Bridge - John alerted the Board that dirt bikes and golf carts have been driving
over the walking bridge in Cormorant Village. A decision was made to order signs to

alert people that no motorized vehicles should be using the walking bridge.

. Roads

Road Inspection - Steve noted that the Road Inspection will be completed during the
month of April.

. Other Business

1)

2)

3)
4)

Lake Park Fire Contract 2026 — The Lake Park Fire Contract has been received. The
amount requested by them is $64,115.89. During the Annual meeting, the fire contract
levy was set at $60,000. The difference in allocated monies and actual contract will be
made to accommodate the Lake Park Fire contract amount of $64,115.89. Contract
signed by Steve and Penny.

Insurance Increase for ‘Betty White’ Snowplow (MATIT error) — Penny explained
that Claudia received information from MATIT that they made an error when insuring
the ‘Betty White’ snowplow. MATIT had added the policy under Inland Marine when it
should have been listed as an Auto. The error has been corrected, and the township is
required to pay a difference of $656 to MATIT for the corrected coverage.

Becker County Township Association Meeting — April 9% at 6:00 p.m.

Code of Conduct — Kevin indicated that during the short-course training for supervisors
there was a discussion about the use of a timer during meetings and the creation of a
Code of Conduct. Due to incidents in the past weeks, and inappropriate interactions with
certain attendees at the township meetings, Board agreed that a Code of Conduct should
be implemented. A draft of Code of Conducts for use of the township buildings and
property was reviewed as well as a Code for persons attending township meetings.
Additionally, speaking protocol was also determined. Kevin motioned to accept these

codes and protocols, seconded by John. Carried 3-0.
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4) Miscellaneous — Penny ensured that all Board members received April and May
calendars.
H. Treasurer’s Report - Cindy indicated that the township treasurer’s report will be provided
at the next meeting on April 14%, 2026. However, she reported that, as of today, there is
$254,982 remaining in the budget.

[. Adjournment - The township meeting was adjourned at 7:41 p.m. with a motion from
John, seconded by Kevin. Carried 3-0. The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on
April 1412026, at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Penny Wickenheiser, Deputy Clerk

Steve Sorenson, Chairperson



