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The Cormorant Township Board meeting was held on Tuesday, April 14th, 2026, at 7:00

p.m. at the Cormorant Community Center. Board members present were Chairperson Steve

Sorenson, Supervisors John Buhaug and Kevin Wickenheiser, Treasurer Cindy Wipperling, and

Clerk Claudia Hanson. Deputy Clerk Penny Wickenheiser was absent.

A.
B.

Call to Order by Chairperson Sorenson followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Minutes from regular meeting were read. Motion to approve minutes made by John,

seconded by Kevin carried 3-0. The claims/bills were signed as presented.

. New Business

1) Justin Hanson, CBoys TV - Statute — Justin Hanson was present to give a short

presentation on the CBoys donating a statute of Mayor Duke. A supplier that they use
has offered to donate a statute of some kind. The CBoys thought having a statute made
of Mayor Duke to be placed potentially in the community park would be a great nostalgic
tribute to the dog that was called Cormorant Village Mayor. He provided a mockup,
which the statute could be 6 feet tall including the base. Board reviewed this and
suggested if it could be installed before Cormorant Daze on August 15", Justin believed
that would be a good possibility. John motioned, seconded by Kevin, to accept this
statute idea, carried 3-0. Justin will keep us posted on the progress and eventual

installation.

2) Code of Conduct incident — Township supervisors discussed an incident involving a

township resident and their use of the community center, which Steve, chairperson, will
contact township attorney on behalf of township board for legal advice. Board discussed
this resident’s request for use of the community center for an upcoming event, which was

motioned, and seconded, to deny this request. Carried 3-0.

Old Business

1) Otis Elevator lights — Ila has been in contact with Otis Elevator as 2 four-foot light bulbs

2)

are out and need replacement. She asked Otis if we can replace versus having an Otis
repairman replace the bulbs, which our Otis contact person stated we could have our
employee (Kerry E.) change them out.

Safety meeting — Claudia has reached out to Darrin Galde who has conducted our safety

meetings for available dates, and John will look at what employees need to attend.
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3) Lake Ida culvert issue — Claudia did locate file on the culvert and the operating
procedures for the culvert. Steve will pass these on to the Lake Ida Lake Assn. board that
attended the last meeting. The procedures seem to state that some maintenance is
required by the Township but not entire replacement of the culvert. Board discussed that
expense should be incurred only by the residents living on Lake Ida, and not by all
residents in the township (as this improvement would only benefit Lake Ida residents).

E. Recycling

1) Organic Compost Recycling — Cindy W. provided more information on organic
composting. This is no cost to the township and the composting kits to start can be
obtained at Becker Cty. Environmental Services. Then the bags that are used in your
house to collect compostable materials can be brought over to our recycling sites, which a
specific bin for collection of the compost bags can be dropped off in. This is a great
opportunity to reduce trash. Cindy also mentioned that styrofoam is not yet recyclable
but Environmental Services is working on this. A lot of styrofoam is needed to deem
worthwhile for recycling.

Board discussed and agreed to start the organic compost recycling with a motion by
John, seconded by Steve. Carried 3-0.
2) Brush Site - John updated that the site is open.
3) Brush site Signage — Ila noted new sign not ready yet.
F. Roads
1) Road Inspection — This will be delayed until early May.
G. Other Business

1) State Bank of Lake Park — Cindy mentioned the bank suggested we lower our security
holding on the township bank deposit as we have had lower bank balances in last few
years. It was recommended to secure the balance at $450,000 which Board accepted.

Secondly, Tony Hubbard should be removed as a signer on the township bank
account as he is no longer a supervisor. Kevin Wickenheiser has replaced Tony as new
supervisor and should be added to the township account as a signer. Motion made,

seconded, and carried 3-0 for these items related to State Bank of Lake Park.
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2) Credit Card use and policy — Cindy also shared the updated credit card policy that was
stated at MAT Short Course training. It was recommended that no debit cards be used
and cancelled. Kevin and Ila should also have their own credit cards. Cindy outlined
appropriate credit card purchases. Board agreed with cancelling debit cards and using
new policy, as motioned by John, seconded by Kevin. Carried 3-0.

3) Levy Procedure change — Cindy mentioned this idea (also bought up at MAT Short
Course) to have levy discussed at the annual meeting as usual but actual amounts voted to
be tabled for a meeting in the fall, after the biggest expenditures have been made by the
township. Usually, last summer/autumn road work is the most expensive item for
township spending. The Levy amounts voted by the public do not have to be submitted
to the County Auditor until mid-September. This would give a more accurate idea of
what spending was done for the year and if increases to the levy for the next year are
warranted. Board will consider this.

4) Revised rental agreement — Cindy provided a draft of new rental agreement which
would charge non-township residents more than for the taxpaying residents in the
township. Board will review.

H. Reorganizational Items:

1) Chairperson — The Board unanimously voted Steve Sorenson should continue to serve as
Chairperson, with a motion by John, seconded by Kevin. Carried 3-0.

2) Conflict of Interest — Conflict of Interest forms were signed by the Board as required.
These documents outline if a supervisor does any work for the township, that their work
price is as low or lower than prices at which services could be obtained elsewhere.

A resolution for any conflict of interest was reviewed if John does any such road
work as snow removal or other community center projects. Steve motioned, seconded by
Kevin, to accept resolution #2026-2 as written. Carried 3-0. Each supervisor voted in
favor of resolution and was signed by Steve.

As Kevin Wickenheiser, new supervisor, may do snow removal and some
emergency debris removal on township roads, a resolution regarding any conflict of

interest was reviewed, and Steve motioned, seconded by John, to accept



Page 34

Resolution #2026-1 as written. Carried 3-0. Each supervisor voted in favor of resolution,
and it was signed by John.

As Steve may do some snow removal at the community center parking lot and on
township roads, another resolution regarding any conflict of interest was reviewed and John
motioned, seconded by Kevin, to accept Resolution #2026-3 as written. Carried 3-0. Each
supervisor voted in favor of resolution and signed by Kevin.

3) Donations and wages — This was tabled for next township meeting April 28", 2026.

I. Treasurer’s Report - Cindy presented her treasurer’s report for March 2026. Board

reviewed claims (payments) and receipts. Data is available on request.

Beginning Balance $347,562.55
Receipts + $ 5,869.88
Disbursements - $ 98.464.85
Ending $ 254,967.58

checking acct. balance

The Treasurer’s Report was approved by John, seconded by Steve. Carried 3-0.

K. Adjournment - The township meeting was adjourned at 8:12 p.m. with a motion from
John, seconded by Kevin. Carried 3-0. The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held
on April 28®, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Claudia M. Hanson, Clerk

Steve Sorenson, Chairperson



