
       Page 35 

The Annual Cormorant Township Board of Appeals and Equalization meeting was 

held on Tuesday, April 21st, 2026, at 11:00 a.m. at the Cormorant Community Center. Board 

members present were Chairperson Steve Sorenson, Supervisor John Buhaug, Supervisor Kevin 

Wickenheiser, and Clerk Claudia Hanson. Lee Brekke, Becker County Assessor, Jared (assistant 

to County assessor) and Lisa Marschall, Cormorant Township Assessor were also present, as 

were Township Treasurer Cindy Wipperling and Deputy Clerk Penny Wickenheiser  

A.  Call to Order by Chairperson Steve Sorenson, starting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Introductions were made, and Steve turned meeting over to Lee Brekke.  Mr. Brekke briefly 

summarized property values decreased quite a bit due to sales, and then proceeded to individual 

appointments as follows: 

B.  Cormorant Township residents who made appointments: 

1)  Yvonne & Robert Johnson 06.0033.001 = The Johnsons are beekeepers and noticed on 

their tax statement the classification for their acreage changed from agriculture to non-

agriculture vacant land. They provided a plethora of documents, some from other government 

agencies that they are a farm, received awards for pollination, have acreage of clover for bees, 

and have produced gallons of honey. Steve Carlson, former county assessor, had amended 

their classification in the past to be agricultural classification, but that changed this last year. 

Robert is also a disabled veteran and had two other audience members speak in his favor, and 

on his behalf.  Mr. Brekke was familiar with their situation and stated there are many 

stipulations to have beekeepers qualify for the agriculture classification, and he stated the 

Johnsons property does not qualify.  He also recommended to contact their legislators as they 

make the tax rules to these scenarios. After many minutes of discussion, Mr. Brekke will send 

letter to the Dept. of Revenue for their opinion of the case and provide as much information as 

possible to them. John Buhaug noted their property tax only increased by $6.00. No motion 

was needed as Mr. Brekke will be in contact with the Johnsons to draft letter to send to the 

Dept. of Revenue.  
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 2)  Kevin & Penny Wickenheiser, 06.0138.002, along with property owners of parcels 

06.0135.000 (Kerry & Mary Fernholz), 06.0135.001(Ron & Sherry Fingarson), 

06.0138.000 (Jerald Basol), 06.0138.001(Tawnie & Jeremy Somner) = The Wickenheiser’s 

brought up their case in which their backlot 06.0138.002 rose in value from $100,000 to 

$263,000. This back lot is on a slough right next to Upper Cormorant Lake and would like an 

understanding of why the value increased so dramatically. This occurred for the other 

property owners who have lots around this slough. Questions were asked  how property was 

taxed on other lakes with small bays next to them. Mr. Brekke stated that the DNR maps 

named this slough as part of Upper Cormorant Lake, even though there is barely an opening 

from slough to lake, which no motorized boat could pass through. Another property owner, 

Jerald Basol stated for all the years he has lived at his current location, that slough has 

mucky conditions, unusable for swimming or any recreational activity.  Penny Wickenheiser 

pressed to know why and who made this change.  Lisa Marschall added that past assessor 

Janelle Melbye presented this scenario many years ago, and the township then voted to have 

this slough classified as a “miscellaneous lake” not as “Upper Cormorant Lake” to reflect the 

nature of this slough. After much discussion, Mr. Brekke stated that he made this change to 

have slough as Upper Cormorant Lake lakeshore but with a 50% reduction. However, even 

with this reduction, this increase does not seem appropriate for these slough lots. Steve 

Sorenson suggested to significantly increase the 50% reduction, and after much detailed 

discussion, Board agreed to have a permanent 75% reduction adjustment to the lakeshore and 

site values for the property owners/parcel numbers listed above. Motion was made by 

township supervisor, seconded by another, carried unanimously.  

3) Alane Korf 06.0083.000 = Ms. Korf is new to the area and had questions only on her 

property valuation and tax amount. 
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C.  Calls or correspondence received:  Lisa Marschall informed Board of additional email 

questions, letters and calls were received.  

1). Ryan and Susan Fox, 06.0135.002 = This property is located on 132nd Street, faces the 

street and near Upper Cormorant Lake.  It was initially considered a lake site, but Lisa 

Marschall reviewed and stated there is no access to the lake, many yards of cattails and 

slough a long distance away from their usable property and should not be a lake site.  

 This correction would have a reduction of $134,800 to their property value. 

2). Keith Halland, 06.0970.547 = This is a correction Lisa Marschall recommended as she 

had this dwelling’s attic as living quarters, and after further review, the attic was never made 

into living quarters. This would reduce property value $108,000. 

3). Robert Anton 06.1201.000, 06.1201.001 = Lisa advised this property owner had a sign 

business located at these parcels but now he is no longer conducting this business.  She 

recommended changing the classification from commercial to residential.  

Board supervisor made motion to approve these three changes, seconded, and carried 3-0. 

D.  Adjournment – This meeting was adjourned at 1:30 pm., seconded, and unanimously carried 

as there were no other inquiries, or concerns brought forward to the Board. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

   

      Claudia M. Hanson, Clerk  

 

      Steve Sorenson, Chairperson 

 

 



 

 


