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The Cormorant Township Board meeting was held on Tuesday, April 28th, 2026, at 7:00
p.m. at the Cormorant Community Center. Board members present were Chairperson Steve
Sorenson, Supervisors John Buhaug and Kevin Wickenheiser, Treasurer Cindy Wipperling,

Clerk Claudia Hanson, and Deputy Clerk Penny Wickenheiser.

A. Call to Order by Chairperson Sorenson followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

B. Minutes from March 31 variance, April 14" regular meeting and April 21 Board of Appeal
& Equalization meeting were read. Motion to approve minutes made by John, seconded by
Kevin, carried 3-0. The claims/bills were signed as presented.

C. New Business
1) Alyssa Nelson, Lissy’s Smoothies & Scoops LLC — Alyssa Nelson was present to

explain her new food truck business she has started, serving real fruit smoothies and hard
ice cream. She hopes to have located it on the Kiddyland premises for the summer
months, primarily May 1% thru September. She presented her license with the MN Dept.
of Heath, granting her a license period from May 1- December 31, 2026. She has also
gone thru the certified food protection manager program. She advised the food truck
regulations, stating any mobile food truck needs to be re-located every 21 days, unless
overruled by the local government unit. That is her reason for appearing today as she
wishes to stay in Cormorant Village for the summer months stated above. She was
advised by the City of Detroit Lakes and Becker Cty. to ask for an extension from
Cormorant Township. Clerk had inquired with Becker Cty. on overview for food truck
procedures.

Board obtained copies of her licenses, congratulated her on this new business, and
overall believed this is a good opportunity and agreed to extend her food truck location
for the summer.

John motioned, seconded by Kevin to approve extension of Lissy’s Smoothies &
Scoops LLC from May 1% thru end of September, no further discussion and motion

carried 3-0.



2)

3)
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Beaver Bounty — As beaver damage has become more prevalent; the Board discussed
and decided the bounty per beaver will be $40. Photographs of trapped beaver along with
the location of the trapping must be documented on form and provided to the Board for
the bounty to be paid. Only beavers trapped in Cormorant Township are eligible for this
bounty. This beaver bounty protocol was accepted by the Board with a motion made by
John, seconded by Kevin. Carried 3-0.
Ciampu Geekor, YourPlace Community Foundation — Claudia presented an email
received from a person representing YourPlace Community Foundation and spoke with
an individual named Ciampu Geekor. Copies of the email were distributed to the Board
and discussed content of email. Board recommended asking Ms. Geekor to attend a
township meeting to further explain this foundation and what use she is looking for at the

community center.

D. Old Business
1) Otis Elevator — Ila Lindstrom mentioned that LED lights have been installed in the

2)

3)

elevator as required.

Safety Meeting — Board discussed available dates for annual employee safety meeting,
which May 14, 2026, at 4:30 p.m. Darrin Galde is able to conduct meeting, thus setting
that date/time for meeting. Also, Board determined which employees need to attend.
Claudia advised meeting letters to employees could be added to their payroll envelopes.
Lake Ida Culvert — Claudia noted that additional documentation was located about this
culvert. Steve advised he would forward the documentation to Dave Douglas for his

review.

E. Recycling

Y

2)

Brush Site Open — John advised that the brush site is open and is filling up. It may need
to be closed if brush piles get too high until the burning ban is lifted and the accumulated
brush can be burned. John mentioned that a 10x30 heavy plastic containing leaves was
dumped at the site.

Ila, Signage Improvement —New signage has been installed. Many thanks to Ila for

spearheading the new signage.



3)

4)

1)
2)
3)

4)
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Lake Eunice Township Compost Agreement — The Board agreed that Cormorant
Township will renew its agreement with Lake Eunice Township that allows Lake Eunice
Township residents to use the compost site. A $2,500 annual fee will be paid by Lake
Eunice Township pursuant to this agreement. Steve moved, seconded by John to
continue this agreement, carried 3-0.

Trex Plastic collection — Trex has notified us that they will no longer be able to receive

plastic to recycle into benches. Ila will remove the collection boxes and post a notice.

. Roads

Road Inspection —No date was scheduled for the annual road inspection.

Dust guard — Claudia distributed an email from Corbin’s for 2026 dust guard pricing.
Snowplow bill - Cindy received a snowplowing bill from Gordon Braseth. John gave
permission to Gordon Braseth to snowplow his road, as road was inadvertently skipped a
couple times from routine snowplowing this winter. Steve added we have reliable
snowplow drivers for the township and roads should be maintained by our employees, not
residents.

Mailbox post requests — We have received 4 requests, which are in process.

. Other Business

1)

2)

Playground Equipment Repairs — Ila researched the replacement cost of the pony
spring rider. First estimate from Playground Boss was $612 + shipping = $1,227.
Second estimate from Pro Playgrounds was $536, however it only serves children 2-5
years old versus the Playground Boss spring pony serves children 2-12 years old. It was
proposed to ask the Cormorant Lions to buy this, as they have funded playground
equipment in the past, and if they could purchase this equipment. Repairing it can also be
further considered.

Revise Rental Agreement — Cindy drafted a revised community center rental agreement.
Discussion ensued regarding the new rental fees and inclusion of the User Policy
information. The full refund cancellation policy will remain 60 days prior to the event
otherwise; the deposit is nonrefundable. Claudia highlighted that any events already

scheduled prior to today’s meeting are grandfathered in with rental prices.



3)

4)

5)
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ARPA Report — Claudia advised that she has completed the ARPA Report as required
by the state of Minnesota.

Garbage cans for Cormorant Daze - Ila inquired about who will purchase more
garbage cans and Steve stated the Cormorant Daze Committee can buy the garbage cans.
Garage Boiler estimate — John handed out an estimate of $6405.75 to replace the
heating boiler in the garage to natural gas boiler as the township buildings now have

access to natural gas. No action taken on this yet.

H. Reorganizational Items

1)

2)

Donations — There was a lot of discussion around donations for 2026. It was decided by
the Board that any donations will come out of the rental/donation fees received for use of
the community center and not out of levy monies. For 2026, the same donations were
recommended as made in 2025.

2026 donations are as follows: ALERT $6,000; Becker County Historical Society
$150; Lake Park Historical Society $250; Lake Park Audubon Dollars for Scholars
$2,000; YMCA Camp (sponsor 2 campers) $1,100 and LPA Post Prom $300. A donation
amount for Cormorant Daze will be determined later. John made a motion to accept
proposed donations, Kevin seconded. Carried 3-0. Additionally, a donation box will be
installed in the workout room as inquiries have been made by patrons as to how to
donate.

Wages — Wages for township board members and employees will remain the same

as 2025.

3) Computer — As all Board members receive a township computer, Cindy mentioned that

Kevin needs a computer as a new supervisor, and would help him obtain that, with help

of Sharon Buermann, township IT person.

H. Treasurer’s Report - Cindy reminded the Board that she presents her treasurer’s report at

the regular meeting held the second Tuesday of the month.
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I. Adjournment - The township meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. with a motion from
Steve, seconded by Kevin. Carried 3-0. The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on
May 12, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Claudia M. Hanson, Clerk and

Penny Wickenheiser, Deputy Clerk

Steve Sorenson, Chairperson



