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 The Cormorant Township Board meeting was held on Tuesday, May 12th, 2026, at 7:00 

p.m. at the Cormorant Community Center. Board members present were Chairperson Steve 

Sorenson, Supervisors John Buhaug and Kevin Wickenheiser, Clerk Claudia Hanson, and 

Deputy Clerk Penny Wickenheiser.  Treasurer Cindy Wipperling was absent. 

A. Call to Order by Chairperson Sorenson followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.    

B. Minutes from April 28th, 2026, variance and regular meetings were read. Motion to approve 

minutes made by John, seconded by Kevin carried 3-0. The claims/bills were signed as 

presented. 

C. New Business 

 1)  Connie Jahnke, Correct Survey (Cottage Posh Building) – Connie and Rod Jahnke 

were present with their son-in-law Cole Wixo.  Cole informed the Board that the 

Jahnke’s are selling their building (Cottage Posh) located adjacent to the Cormorant 

Township property, across from Mill Pond.  A surveyor from Meadowland needs to 

update a very old description in the survey and to clarify where the “meandering” line or 

property line for the prospective new owners, once the property is sold. They are paying 

for the survey and would like a township supervisor present to verify where the property 

line is. They will let Claudia know on date of surveyor and John Buhaug volunteered to 

be present to review the line with the surveyor.   

 2) Ciampu Geekor – YourPlace Community Foundation (cancelled) – Claudia  heard 

from Ms. Geekor and she was unable to attend this meeting tonight but she would like to 

be on the agenda for the next meeting.   

D.   Old Business  

 1)  Dennis Olsen, Birch Point – Mr. Olsen was present and advised the Board that he 

believes that the Board voted on repairs to Birch Point Lane on May 27, 2025, adding he 

spent another winter “sliding down a hill.”  The Board informed Mr. Olsen the possibility 

that the section of the road that he is referring to may be tarred by neighbor Mr. 

Schroeder.  Mr. Olsen stated that Mr. Schroeder brought in 10 yards of gravel. John 

informed Mr. Olsen that he contacted the county engineer to look at the road again.  Mr. 

Olsen stated he approached Kevin while walking his dog, to talk about the road, 
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  which Kevin stated any road discussion needs to be conducted appropriately at a 

township meeting. Kevin added Mr. Olsen demeanor was aggressive during this incident.  

More debate continued and Penny interjected, informing  Mr. Olsen that supervisors do 

not work all day, every day and that a person should be able to walk their dog on a 

Saturday morning at 9:30 a.m. respectfully without incurring an inappropriate encounter. 

 2) Safety Meeting – Thursday, May 14th 4:30 p.m. – John  indicated that Curt Aarvold 

should be added to the attendees.   

 3) Food Truck Information –  Alyssa Nelson came to the last meeting for an extension to 

her food truck location.  Claudia also checked again with the county as well as Kevin 

confirmed with the clerk at the City of Detroit Lakes, as to this being permissible for the 

township to do, but the Board may want to establish a food truck protocol in case more 

food truck operators want to set up in the township, how long to permit their stay, where 

to allow food trucks, what is required, etc. regarding the operation of a food truck in the 

township.   

E. Recycling  

 1) Todd Kunkel, Becker Cty. Environmental Services -  Claudia is meeting Todd at 9:30 

a.m. Thursday to provide us with the signup sheet for residents interested in collecting 

organic compost.  The signup sheets will be located in the exercise room, notices on the 

bulletin boards.  Claudia informed Mr. Kunkel that the township will not conduct a 

hazardous household waste (HHW) day this year due to low participation in 2025..    

F. Roads   

 1) 132nd Avenue Hole & Wermager Beach Road – Due to the dire condition, the hole on 

132nd Avenue was filled in by Ryan Olson. All road issues will be inspected during the 

road inspection.   

 2) Road Inspection – The Board decided to conduct the road inspection on May 20th at 9:30 

a.m., with a motion by Steve, seconded by John, carried 3-0. 

 3) Dust guard – The application of dust guard will be addressed during the road inspection.   
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 4) Victory Road Damage –Bud and Carol Mermon left voice message that their lawn was 

damaged by a snowplow.  John noted he will inspect damage, know where this property 

is, situated on a small  road, and difficult to plow, even with township pickup truck.   

G. Other Business 

 1) Playground Equipment Repair – Penny spoke with Dave Douglas, Cormorant Lions 

President, regarding the riding toy in the township playground.  Mr. Douglas mentioned 

the Lion’s Board is  interested in purchasing the new spring riding toy, especially if it 

were a lion-shaped riding toy  (if available).  Penny did locate a lion spring rider;  Ila 

researched the cost of this rider and information will be provided to the Lions for them to 

discuss  purchase and installation of the lion spring rider.   

 2) Revise Rental Agreement & User Policy – Claudia advised that Cindy prepared a 

revised rental agreement and user policy and provided the Board members. The Board 

reviewed the documentation and approved the revisions.   

 3) SAIL Class -   Ila mentioned the SAIL program has been doing very well, so well that no 

new exercisers can be added due to lack of space. Claudia posted notices and updating 

website of this that the class is full until this fall.  

 4)  Quilt Sale – Claudia received a call from a resident if an event could be held to sell a 

friends’ widow quilting fabric and notions at the community center.  Board stated that the 

renting protocol has been to not rent for sales to benefit a private person, but audience 

member recommended other avenues to  sell these items, such as online auctions, or 

estates sales. 

 5)  Stairway lighting – Penny added that the Lions would also like to donate installation of 

stairway night lighting to illuminate the stairs once all lights have been shut off.   This 

would provide  additional safety to the stairway. 

 6)  Election judge appointment - Claudia advised that the appointment for election judges is 

due on July 17th.  She must ensure that there is a party balance for qualified judges. 

 7) Dacotah Paper credit issue  –  Claudia and Ila spoke about the credit issue from this 

winter with Dacotah Paper and awaiting response form  the Credit Analyst to resolve this 

issue.   
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 H. Treasurer’s Report – Claudia presented Cindy’s treasurer’s report for April 2026 as 

Cindy is sick and could not make the meeting.  Board reviewed claims (payments) and 

receipts. Data is available on request.  

Beginning Balance                                     $254,967.67 

Receipts                           +    $    1,378.13     

Disbursements                         -      $  21,757.59   

Ending                   $  234,588.21             

checking acct. balance              

          

    

 

 The Treasurer’s Report was approved by John, seconded by Kevin. Carried 3-0.   

 

I.   Adjournment - The township meeting was adjourned at 7:46 p.m. with a motion from  

Steve, seconded by John. Carried 3-0. The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on May 

26th, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.  

         

         Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Claudia M. Hanson, Clerk and  

 

 

 

 

 

Penny Wickenheiser, Deputy Clerk 

 


