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The Cormorant Township Board meeting was held on Tuesday, May 26™, 2026, at 7:00

p.m. at the Cormorant Community Center. Board members were Chairperson Steve Sorenson,

Supervisors John Buhaug and Kevin Wickenheiser, Clerk Claudia Hanson, Treasurer Cindy

Wipperling, and Deputy Clerk Penny Wickenheiser.

A.
B.

Call to Order by Chairperson Sorenson followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Minutes from May 12, 2025, regular meeting were read. Motion to approve minutes made

by John, seconded by Kevin carried 3-0. The claims/bills were signed as presented.

. New Business

1) Ciampu Geekor — Your Place Community Foundation — Ms. Geekor did not attend

meeting.

2) Victory Road Damage — Bud and Carol Mermon were present to discuss damage to their

3)

driveway which is at the end of Victory Road (very narrow, minimally used road) and
then their driveway leads up to tarred Victory Lane. The driveway which is opposite the
corner of these two roads becomes damaged due to people cutting the corner into the road
right of way. The snowplow also caused some lawn damage. They suggested sealcoating
the road, hoping that would keep the asphalt in place, with less damage. Discussion
continued regarding that the Lake Park Postmaster required the mailbox to be placed on
Victory Lane, which Bud would like to consider relocating it. They stated Ballard
Sanitation utilizes Victory Road but the road is not built for heavy sanitation trucks and is
too narrow for trucks that size. Even a school bus or fire truck would not fit in the road.
Victory Road should be a dead end, not a road to get to Victory Lane, as Victory Lane
can be easier accessed by Becker Cty Hwy. 5. The Mermons suggested marking Victory
Road as a dead-end road and installing a private road sign off of Victory Lane to deter
traffic using what essentially is their driveway to get to Victory Road. Board decided that
installing signs would be a good idea, motioned by John, seconded by Steve. Carried 3-0.
Claudia will do Gopher One Locate after John will stake where the signs should be
installed.

Steve Slabik, Lake Ida Culvert — Mr. Slabik mentioned that according to the easement
documentation for Stan Ryland’s property, the township assumed upkeep/replacement of

the culvert. A resolution drafted in 2010 by Lake Ida Association members, stated the



4)
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Lake Ida residents would pay for upkeep or replacement of culvert; however, it was never
signed. It was explained that the township cannot use their general funds to pay for the
outlet costs as all Cormorant residents pay into this fund via property tax and the
imposition of a culvert assessment should be just for Lake Ida residents, not for all
Cormorant Township residents. Steve Slabik proposed that the Lake Ida Lake
Association join the Cormorant Lakes Watershed District so that they can set up the
special assessment for the culvert, as the CLWD does with Upper Cormorant Lake
residents. Discussion ensued and Mr. Slabik wants to help resolve this issue in a mutually
beneficial manner without any hard feelings. He stressed that whatever resolution is
agreed upon, it needs to be legally well documented, so to clear up legal documents and
be a guide for future issues. Steve Sorenson agreed when the culvert was first installed,
an extra tax assessment was added to Lake Ida property owners only (in Becker County).
Everyone agreed to see what the Lake Ida residents will vote for at their annual meeting
on June 13%, 2026.
Becker County Zoning Ordinance Revision Meeting May 27, 2026 — Claudia ensured

that Board members were aware of this meeting in case anyone wanted to attend.

D. Old Business

1)

2)

3)

Air Conditioning Unit Freeze Up - Ila Mae Lindstrom mentioned that the lines froze
up on one of the air conditioning systems again this year. One estimate was received and
that more estimates were requested but no other entities responded. This air conditioning
unit is only four years old. Ila will mention to people that hold events at the community
center to keep the room dividers open so the other air conditioning system can be
distributed throughout the community center. John will ask more questions as to why the
unit may be freezing up, and what other options we have.

Survey, Connie Janke — John met with the surveyors and the survey has been updated.
Stakes for the boundary lines have been installed between township property and Ms.
Janke’s former business Cottage Posh.

Heartland Trail Potential Issues — Claudia provided the Board with updated trail
information, which currently is being analyzed for extension towards Buck’s Mill, which

eventually is considered to run towards Cormorant Village.
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4) Anderson Variance, Oak Ridge Road — John indicated that he would speak with Ed
Clem of Becker Soil and Water Conservation District to determine why there has been
so much tree clearing and gravel unloading done in the area that was formerly a slough.
This activity was noted during the township inspection and Board members may even
have seen where the building site was being prepped for.

. Recycling

1) Compost Interest Sign-Up Sheet — Claudia has put the posters up around the
community center about the program and a few residents have signed up. Becker Cty.
Environmental Services will have a booth at Cormorant Daze to provide more

information about the program.

. Roads

1) 132nd Ave. Hole/Wermager Bad Spots — John confirmed that gravel has been used to
fill the hole on 132" Ave.

2) Road Inspection Wednesday, May 20™ Results — Claudia advised that the Road
Inspection minutes will be finished shortly.

3) Dustguard — The Board thinking that the application of dustguard is not necessary this
year as some gravel roads look intact and not very dusty. John will review a few more to
verify this.

. Other Business

1) Employee vs. Contractor - Cindy mentioned the issue of how to consider workers who
are utilizing their own equipment while doing township work, and how the worker should
be paid, as an employee or an independent contractor. Cindy suggested liability insurance
or documentation should be obtained if working as a contractor. Additionally, the
payment for using non-township-owned equipment needs to be well documented on the
contractors bill and consider paying it as leased equipment. Board will review further.

2) Playground Equipment Fix — Ila mentioned that the Lions would repair the current
spring rider prior to the replacement of it. Lions will hold a vote on the coverage of the

replacement cost at their next board meeting.



Page 54

3) County Assessor Letter - Claudia received a letter from the County Assessor. She will

forward the letter to Lisa Marschall for her review.

H. Adjournment - The township meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. with a motion from
Steve, seconded by John. Carried 3-0. The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on June
9th 2025, at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Claudia M. Hanson, Clerk and

Penny Wickenheiser, Deputy Clerk

Steve Sorenson, Chair



