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 The Cormorant Township Board meeting was held on Tuesday, June 30th, 2026, at 7:00 

p.m. at the Cormorant Community Center. Board members present were Chairperson Steve 

Sorenson, Supervisors John Buhaug and Kevin Wickenheiser, Clerk Claudia Hanson, and 

Treasurer Cindy Wipperling.  Deputy Clerk Penny Wickenheiser was absent. 

A. Call to Order by Chairperson Sorenson followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.    

B. Minutes from June 9th, 2026, regular meeting were read. Motion to approve minutes made 

by John, seconded by Kevin carried 3-0. The claims/bills were signed as presented. 

C. New Business 

 1)  Candidate speeches – Luke Sweere, candidate, Becker Cty. Sheriff’s office, Amy  

  Rosing, and Zac Baer, candidates for Becker Cty. Auditor/Treasurer gave   

  introductory speeches, promoting themselves for open office positions that will be voted  

  on at the upcoming State Primary on Tuesday, August 11th. 

 2)  Victory Road – Carol Mermon, along with her attorney Charles Ramstad, and other 

Victory Road residents, were present to recap an ongoing issue which people are using 

the end of Victory Road to drive thru to Victory Lane, using Mermons’ driveway to cut 

across to Victory Lane. Harold Anderson, longtime resident spoke, and was inquiring on 

status of road, and if it were to become a dead end, as the Board agreed to post a “Dead 

End” sign. John Buhaug explained situation where long trailers can get stuck, and this 

signage will alert people to not tow long trailers, or big vehicles into the road. John 

suggested moving the road slightly so drivers would have to turn onto Victory Lane 

without driving on Mermons’ private property.  Some of this road alteration would still 

be in the platted road right of right (differs where road is actually located now).  

   Kim Boe, another 28-year resident of the road, understands the problem occurring.  

She mentioned using an old alleyway 10 years ago. She also suggested the Board 

notifying the Victory Road residents of the new signs. 

   Charlie Ramstad shed light on where this old alleyway is located with a current 

diagram of a 2017 survey, which is beyond Mermons’ driveway to the west. Carol 

Mermon added to conversation that the driveway area is too tight for a school bus, for 

delivery trucks, etc.  She brought up concerns about liability issues if something 

happened while someone was on their driveway, as people are hitting the trees  
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  in the corner, golf carts drive too fast, and snow was pushed on their concrete pad as too 

tight for township plow to push snow elsewhere.  

    Lot of discussion ensued and Charlie Ramstad summarized two options to 

proceed, one to close off Victory Road and make it a complete dead end, with no drive 

thru path available anymore. The second option is to move the connecting roadway (20-

foot-wide dedicated public road) away from the driveway, as John Buhaug mentioned. 

He suggested vacating the alleyway and also initiating road hearing procedures to change 

the road, if that is what the township would like, along with all residents involved. These 

options will be considered by the Board. 

3) Lake Ida Lake Association, Dennis Biewer – He was allowed to speak following the Lake 

Ida Lake Association meeting June 13th, which residents of the lake are leaning towards 

joining the CLWD (Cormorant Lakes Watershed District) to handle the culvert repair 

financing issue.   He was asking if a taxing district could be set up by the township, 

which Treasurer Cindy stated the township could not facilitate that, that he would have to 

contact Becker Cty, Auditor/Treasurer’s office, to set up a separate taxing district. Mr. 

Biewer stated a committee will be formed to look into all options.  

D.  Old Business  

 1)  Election judge appointments – Claudia reminded this will need to be done at the next 

township meeting, at which all training should have been completed. 

E. Recycling  

 1) Organic Compost Recycling – At present, four people have signed up. 

F. Roads   

 1) Tosten Erickson Rd, Snowshoe Beach Road – An email was received and forwarded to 

each supervisor, asking from a resident, to have these roads re-tarred or overlaid. The 

Board will consider these roads, after prioritizing what other roads need work done more 

urgently. This resident is also in favor of keeping the HHW day. 

 2) Sherbrooke Road culvert –  Beavers have been a major issue for the culvert, in which 

nineteen beavers have been trapped this year to keep the culvert open and creek flowing. 

 3) Maple Hill Lane – John Buhaug connected with Jim Oson, Becker County Engineer, on 

recommendations to improve the road, such as having crushed concrete applied. 
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 4)  Victory Lane Cul de sac – Steve Sorenson was approached about tarring this cul de sac 

and rough areas noted on the road, with a substantial discount, as a resident was already 

having driveway tarring done. Board discussed, and agreed to take advantage of discount, 

as this road needed work, and have the cul de sac tarred and rough spots patched. Steve 

made motion as such, seconded by John, carried. The snowplow operators had mentioned 

turning challenges in the cul de sac and paving would be a good improvement.   

 5) Birch Point – Kevin Wickenheiser stated he met with Jim Olson, County Engineer at the 

road corner with Birch Lane and after inspection of road, Mr. Olson stated that the corner 

and road is in good condition, is safe and would not need any other work done, other that 

tarring it would be an improvement.  Kevin has been advised that a resident on the road, 

Craig Shroeder, has offered to tar part of the road, when he is tarring his driveway.  There 

were some questions from John Challey, another resident, regarding drainage. Board will 

consider whether to allow Mr. Schroeder to tar part of the road, and how to handle this 

situation. This is a non-maintained town road. 

G. Other Business 

 1)  Flu Shot Clinic – Homeland Health Specialists who facilitate this, offered a proposed 

date for the clinic on Tuesday, September 29th, from 9:30-11:30 a.m. Claudia asked for 

audience feedback and the consensus was this date would be favorable, a little sooner that 

usual.  Board agree to book the Flu Shot Clinic for this date.  We had 36 total 

vaccinations last year. 

 2)  Indigo Sign Issue –The service representative with Indigo Signs will coordinate with 

John and Kerry Evenson, once everyone has returned from 4th of July holiday. 

 3) Lions Playground Equipment – Penny looking into this to avoid expensive shipping. 

 4) State Demographic Population/Household Estimates – Claudia received  a corrected 

copy which the estimates are correct, but the year noted was incorrect.  

 5) Storytime –Steve has not connected yet regarding Storytime needs.   

 6) MN New Hire Reporting – Claudia has completed updating the requested employee 

information on the new site.  

 7)   Former employee claim – A former employee is requesting back payment for some 

work done or equipment use from the last 3 years. Kevin and Cindy are looking into this  
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  matter, requesting further information and Kevin will meet with former employee as well, 

to obtain more details. 

 8) Northern Tool Supply –  Ila is requesting a refund for a hose that was shipped and is the 

wrong size hose. She has been in contact with them to get the correct hose. 

 9) Property tax distribution – Cindy advised that the township received $337,914, second 

half of the annual property tax disbursement. She asked the supervisors if a motion can be 

made to deposit $20,000 of these funds to the CCC fund to offset community center 

expenses.  Steve made motion, seconded by John, agreeing to this deposit.  

  Carried 3-0.   

 

I.   Adjournment - The township meeting was adjourned at 8:11 p.m. with a motion from  

Steve, seconded by John. Carried 3-0. The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on July 

14th, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.  

         

         Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Claudia M. Hanson, Clerk  

 

 

 

Steve Sorenson, Chair 

 

 


