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 The Cormorant Township Board meeting was held on Tuesday, July 14th, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. 

at the Cormorant Community Center. Board members present were Chairperson Steve Sorenson, 

Supervisors John Buhaug and Kevin Wickenheiser, Clerk Claudia Hanson, Treasurer Cindy 

Wipperling, and Deputy Clerk Penny Wickenheiser.  

A. Call to Order by Chairperson Sorenson followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.    

B. Minutes from June 30th, 2026, variance and regular meetings were read. Motion to approve 

minutes made by John, seconded by Kevin carried 3-0. The claims/bills were signed as 

presented. 

C. New Business 

 1)  Nathan Martin, County Auditor/Treasurer Candidate –  Mr. Martin introduced 

himself and explained his qualifications  as candidate for the Becker County 

Auditor/Treasurer position.   

D.  Old Business  

 1) Victory Road – Kim Boe, a resident of Victory Road offered a solution for the continued 

issue on how to manage traffic on Victory Road, keep people off to the personal property 

of others.  She suggested that a mowed  path be made through the old alley way for use 

by pedestrians,  but no vehicle traffic would be allowed.  Kevin W. asked the Mermons to 

clarify if they still wanted the roadway leading to her driveway to be shutdown, which is 

their ideal solution.   Kevin also asked as to what other Victory Road residents think 

about shutting down that end of the road, and if all residents are contacted to get their 

perspectives.  John B. had also previously suggested altering the road, which turning area 

(still in the right of way) be made into Victory Lane before Mermons’ driveway. Kim 

Boe is hoping for a positive solution for everyone. Board discussed  to inquire with 

residents about their thoughts, Steve offered to meet at the site, and then a decision about 

the pathway and the closure of that end of the road would be made.   

 2) Insurance Renewal and Invoice – Claudia advised that the township’s annual invoices 

from MATIT were received for this year.  She requested that the supervisors look at all 

equipment requiring insurance is accounted for.   
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 3) Anderson Variance –Becker County Zoning and Planning notified the township that   

Becker County Soil and Water Conservation district, with DNR involvement,  has issued 

a cease-and-desist order for the Anderson property located on Lake Ida.  Any contractors 

who continue to work on property could be fined as no proper wetland permit was issued.  

The gravel and excavating work has been ordered to be reverted to some of its original 

landscape.  Board members are advised to monitor the property. 

 4) Cormorant Mayor Duke Statue – John and Ila will mark where  4x4 cement slab will 

be located in front of the community center schoolroom.  The Cboys have advised it is 

doubtful if the statute will arrive before Cormorant Daze, as it is stuck in the Strait of 

Hormuz due to the Iranian war.  

E. Recycling  

 1) Brush/Compost site - John mentioned the brush pile is large and needs to be burned once 

the burn ban is lifted.   

F. Roads   

 1) Holiday Beach – John reported that someone  hit a boxelder tree with their truck.  The 

tree will have to be removed, but Wild Rice Electric needs to be contacted first due to  

powerlines in that area.  John will contact Wild Rice Electric once weather cools down. 

 2) Birch Point – Craig Schroeder was present and advised that he is tarring his driveway 

and would be willing to pay half of the cost of tarring all the gravel area along Birch 

Point if the other residents would pay the other half.  He indicated  the cost to pave Birch 

Point from the corner to the end of John Challey’s property is $4,000.  Mr. Schroeder has 

contacted Howard’s Driveway in Detroit Lakes to lay the tar.  Steve mentioned that 

Howard’s Driveway has been used on previous State and County projects.  Kevin 

reiterated his meeting with Jim Olson, Becker County Engineer, who advised that current 

gravel condition of Birch Point is in good condition, would be improved with pavement. 

There was discussion on impervious surfaces, which Catherine Parks-Olsen referenced an 

email sent to the township regarding surfaces.  John Challey was present and asked Mr. 

Schroeder regarding drainage.  Steve asked Mr. Schroeder if adding the tarred driveway 

would cause his lot’s allowable impervious percentage to exceed what is permitted by 

Zoning, He replied he advised Kyle Vareberg (Becker Cty. Zoning administrator)  twice.  
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  He was told his new driveway would not exceed the allowable percentage. He inquired if 

he needed a building permit, which Zoning stated he did not need one. Mr. Schroeder 

summed up his driveway will be paved in August and if a decision to tar Birch Point is 

not made by then, it will remain gravel.  Steve Fenske’s input, MAT attorney, was also 

requested on this situation. 

 3) Maple Hill Road – John will get an estimate to install crushed concrete on this road.  

G. Other Business 

 1) Former Employee Claim –  This claim was made by a former employee for backpay 

from three years ago  The board decided to obtain an attorney for guidance.    

 2) Electronic Sign Fix –This sign is still in need of repair. John contacted Kerry Evenson, 

but Mr. Evenson is out of town, so any repairs will need to be postponed.   

 3) Election Judge Appointments– Claudia presented the board members with a list of 

trained judges for the August 11th, 2026, primary election. The board members reviewed 

the list of judges.  Claudia advised she is required to give preference to people signed up 

for judging at their political parties’ caucus. Also, party balance is required for each shift 

of judges working for the day. John made a motion for the appointment of the list of 

judges and Kevin seconded the motion.  Motion carried 3-0.   

 4) Northern Tool Hose Return – Ila Lindstrom relayed that she returned the hose.   

 5)  Storytime – Steve will be contacting coordinator on this.  

 6) Mill Pond Bridge – Due to the unsafe condition of the Mill Pond Bridge, inspected by 

Kevin, it has been closed indefinitely and boarded it up on each end.  The condition of 

the bridge has been deteriorating for the last couple of years. 

 7)  Sidewalk -  Due to having the bridge closed, and to help with pedestrian traffic, Kevin 

suggested installing a sidewalk adjacent to County Road 5 which would connect the 

community center to the interior of Cormorant Village.  John would get an estimate 

(guessing about $10,000) and hopefully get installed before Cormorant Daze. 

 8) Cormorant Daze Donations – Steve noted that the township will have the community 

center park mosquito sprayed before Cormorant Daze.  The Cormorant Daze Committee  

is paying for the blow-up games and gift cards this year.   Steve mentioned there are 70+ 

vendors expected at Cormorant Daze.   
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 9) Aluminum Siding Repair, Urinal Repair, Exercise Equipment – Ila  and Kathy Ness 

have been painting the aluminum siding by kitchen. The broken urinal has been fixed 

again and Push Pedal Pull has been contacted to repair exercise equipment. 

 10) August 11th meeting rescheduled to Wednesday, August 12th, 2026 – Due to the 

primary election on August 11th, 2026, the township meeting normally scheduled for that 

date will be held on Wednesday, August 12th, 2026. Claudia noted she will post the date 

change at the community center and on the township website.   

H. Treasurer’s Report – Cindy provided the  treasurer’s report for June 2026. Board reviewed 

claims (payments) and receipts. Data is available on request.  

Beginning Balance                                     $202,582.48 

Receipts                           +    $338,448.82     

Disbursements                         -      $  31,308.77             

Ending                   $  509,722.53             

checking acct. balance              

          

    

 The Treasurer’s Report was approved by John, seconded by Kevin. Carried 3-0.   

 

I.   Adjournment - The township meeting was adjourned at 7:46 p.m. with a motion from  

Steve, seconded by John. Carried 3-0. The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on 

August 12th (Wednesday),  2026, at 7:00 p.m.        

  

         Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Claudia M. Hanson, Clerk and  

 

 

Penny Wickenheiser, Deputy Clerk 

 

 

Steve Sorenson, Chairperson 

 

 

 

 


