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 The Cormorant Township Board meeting was held on Tuesday, July 28th, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. 

at the Cormorant Community Center. Board members were Chairperson Steve Sorenson, 

Supervisors John Buhaug and Kevin Wickenheiser, Clerk Claudia Hanson, Treasurer Cindy 

Wipperling, and Deputy Clerk Penny Wickenheiser.   

A. Call to Order by Chairperson Sorenson followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.    

B. Minutes from July 14th, 2026, regular meeting were read. Motion to approve minutes made 

by John, seconded by Kevin carried 3-0. The claims/bills were signed as presented. 

C. New Business 

 1)  Kim Frederick,  Becker County Auditor/Treasurer Candidate – Kim Frederick 

highlighted her qualifications including been with the Becker County Auditor Treasurer 

office since 2012.   

 2) Brian Korf,  Pelican Rapids Schools Superintendent - Community Update – Mr. 

Korf was present along with the Pelican Rapids High School Principal Laura Januszewski 

and Board Member Andrew Sorum.   Mr. Korf provided a pamphlet that outlined the 

academic, arts, and athletic programs available in Pelican Rapids Schools, adding the 

school is “community driven”, their finances are well-managed.  Ms. Januszewski 

discussed the school district’s long-term planning committee’s programs.  Mr. Sorum 

mentioned the educational opportunities for adults within their district.   

 3) Josh Voth – Mr. Voth was unable to be present and requested to be included on the 

August 12th agenda.   

D.  Old Business  

 1) Elevator Inspection – Claudia advised an annual elevator inspection was done by Gerry 

Keenan, inspector for MN Dept. of Labor. Within 60 days, a hydraulic test needs to be 

completed, and periodic test tags need to be affixed on the controller.  Ila offered to call 

Otis Elevator to set up appointment with them. 

 2) Air conditioning not running, School Room – Ila indicated temperature is averaging 78 

degrees in the School Room; has previously been discussed that the replacement (unit, 

labor, materials, controls) of new unit would cost $4,500.   
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   As Cormorant Daze is coming, Board discussed agreed that this is a priority, with a 

motion by Steve, seconded by John, to have the air conditioning unit replaced. Carried 3-

0. Ila will set up time for replacement. 

E. Recycling – No agenda items were discussed.   

F. Roads   

 1) John Challey, Birch Point Drainage – John Challey and Catherine Parks Olsen were 

present and Mr. Challey is concerned with drainage, washing out in areas during heavy 

rain and there is an old drain still under the road.  When asked about tarring the road, Mr. 

Challey was uncertain and the Olsens are not in favor of paving this road and would 

rather have river rock installed.  He noted one resident, Mr. Magnuson, has had his cabin 

flooded, and asked when the drain was installed on that road by Mr. Challey’s ancestor, 

guessing in the 1970’s.  Mr. Challey proposed meeting on the road to look at the drain 

which Kevin offered he would be available to meet to view the drain.  

 2) Victory Road – John and Kevin independently visited the site.  Both agreed that this 

issue will need to be discussed later.    

 3) Maple Hill – Kevin stated the improvements to road have greatly helped with washing 

out.  Will continue to watch road if additional concerns arise.   

 4) Culvert, Sherbrooke Road – Kevin reported this culvert should be fixed sooner than 

later, prior to Cormorant Daze as there is a significant increase in traffic on that road. He 

obtained an itemized estimate from Ryan Olson who would be available to do work on 

short notice. The costs for the culvert installations and gravel will be approximately 

$17,000.  Board discussed and agreed on urgency to complete, so John moved, seconded 

by Kevin, to proceed in culvert replacement. Carried 3-0. It was recommended to have 

new culvert road area remaining as gravel, so that it can settle, until next year.   

G. Other Business 

 1) Electronic Sign Fix – Steve stressed to have this fixed as soon as possible. 

 2) Playground Equipment – Cormorant Lions – Penny indicated that the new spring-

loaded lion has been paid and should be delivered sometime in October/November.   

  



 

         Page 76 

 

 3) Reschedule Township Meeting – Due to the Primary Election on 8/11, the regularly 

scheduled township meeting will have to be held on to 8/12 (Wednesday).   Claudia has 

already previously posted change on bulletin boards and on website. 

 4) Cormorant Daze Items – Board discussed timeline of items, what costs Cormorant Daze 

committee will pay for (gift cards), as well as pageant set up.  The Duke statute will not 

be here in time for Cormorant Daze, due to shipping issues. The CBoys will pay for the 

4x4 concrete pad once the statute is here. Ila mentioned having more garbage cans 

available. Claudia ordered extra dumpsters from Ballards. 

 5) Storytime – No inquiry done yet. 

 6) Sidewalk – Steve updated that the sidewalk from the community center to Cormorant 

Village has been installed. Grass has also been seeded next to new sidewalk. 

 7) Hand and Foot Card Game -  Barb Maasjo would like to start this game on the 2nd & 4th 

Wednesdays 1:30-4:00 p.m., when Bunco is not being played. Board discussed and those 

Wednesdays are still open, recommended to start in September. 

 8) Miscellaneous – Thank you card was received from Lake Park Alert. 

H.   Adjournment - The township meeting was adjourned at 7:38 p.m. with a motion from  

Steve, seconded by John. Carried 3-0. The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on 

August 12th, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.  

         

         Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Claudia M. Hanson, Clerk and  

 

 

Penny Wickenheiser, Deputy Clerk 

 

 

Steve Sorenson, Chairperson 

 


