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The Cormorant Township Board meeting was held on Tuesday, February 10, 2026, at
7:00 p.m. at the Cormorant Community Center. Board members present were Chairperson Steve
Sorenson, Supervisors John Buhaug and Tony Hubbard, Clerk Claudia Hanson, Treasurer Cindy
Wipperling, and Deputy Clerk Penny Wickenheiser.

A. Call to Order by Chairperson Sorenson followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
B. Minutes from January 27®, 2025, regular meeting was read. Motion to approve minutes
made by Tony, seconded by John carried 3-0. The claims/bills were signed as presented.
C. New Business
1) Liquor Licenses — Liquor Licenses — Liquor license renewals were requested by the
following individuals representing their respective entities:
-Rod Einerson — Cormorant Bottle Shop-J-rod Enterprises (Off-sale)
-Alex Maves — Parallel 46 LLC (On-sale)
-Eric Guler — Cormorant Pub & Boathouse (On-sale)
- Zee (Rizaldy) Arguson — LaBella Restaurant LLC dba Sauce’d (off/on sale)
The Board reviewed applications for renewal of all liquor licenses for those listed above.
Tony made motion and seconded by John to approve licenses, and motion carried 3-0. Copies
were made of all approved licenses and originals given to the respective parties.
D. Old Business

1) Dennis Olsen — Birch Point — Dennis Olsen was present and inquired about the road
repair work that was supposed to be completed on Birch Point. He expressed frustration
that the work had not been completed. Steve informed him that Kyle Varberg, Becker
County Zoning & Planning, was supposed to ensure that crushed asphalt from Ryan
Olson Construction be applied to Birch Point. Mr. Olsen was unable to find where
instructions for the road repair were in township meeting minutes. Tony located this
information in the minutes of May 27, 2025, Page 57 (mentions Mr. Olsen’s attorney and
Kyle Varberg would contact the contractor Ryan Olson to get exact measurements for the
crushed asphalt). Claudia asked Mr. Varberg today, who initially called her on a
different topic, and advised him that Mr. Olsen will be attending meeting, asked for

status, and he confirmed he was supposed to contract the application of crushed asphalt.
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Mrs. Olsen was also present, mentioned icy conditions and safety is their priority. John
expressed that the township/Kevin Wickenheiser (snowplow operator) will apply sand to
that area tomorrow. Kevin explained to Mr. Olsen that sand has been liberally applied to
that area throughout this winter.

2) Heartland Trail Meeting - This is scheduled for tomorrow at 1:30 p.m., at the Detroit
Lakes Police Department. Claudia distributed a map of the initial option for Heartland
Trail to the Board, and highly recommended that a board member attend this meeting if
possible, to voice our input and understand the process for trail development.

3) Upgrade Electronic Messaging Board — Claudia spoke with Daryl Kirt, Scenic Sign
Corp., Fergus Falls (contractor for Indigo Signs) who would provide an estimate for a
possible upgrade. Claudia had been getting many emails that the sign may be outdated.
Steve stated if the message sign is working then no upgrades should be needed but can
get a free estimate of what they suggest.

4) Exercise Room — [la Mae Lindstrom added that Casey from Push, Pedal, Pull will be at

the community center to look at the same treadmill with continued issues.

E. Recycling — Nothing to report

e

Roads - Nothing to report.

G. Other Business

1) Website Calendar Issue, Convert to .gov Domain — Claudia advised the township
website has issues uploading the community center calendar, as the website is undergoing
changes. She found out the calendar has to be ADH compliant (ability to expand each
date to see what events are being held). She noted that that township may have to change
to a .gov domain. Tony checked “cormoranttownship.gov” and that domain was currently
available.

2) Payroll Reminder — Have slips in by the last day of the month, by the very latest, first
day of every month by noon.

3) Workers Compensation Audit — Cindy has completed as required.

4) Dishwasher Leak — Ila attempted to locate the leak but was unable to do so. She will

continue to monitor the dishwasher.



5)
6)

7)
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Township Day — This is at the State Capitol on March 2™,

Annual Weed Meeting in Callaway — John stated the meeting is held from 9:00-11:30
a.m. on March 19" (Thursday).

Annual Meeting and Township Elections - This is scheduled for March 10" 5-8 p.m.
for elections, and annual meeting begins at 8:15 pm. Claudia submitted to have the two

required published advertisements in the Detroit Lakes paper yesterday.

8) Appoint Township Election Judges - Claudia noted the following election judges are

9)

available to work for the Township Election on March 10™: Cindy Wipperling, Ila Mae
Lindstrom, and Laurie Wanke. Motion made by John to appoint the above-listed
individuals as Election Judges, Tony seconded. Carried 3-0.

Short Course in Mahnomen — This officer training day will be on March 30

(Monday).

10) Lawn Care Contract — Claudia and Ila highlighted that the community center lawn had

only a spring application last year. Board agreed to have only one application again this

year.

11) July 2"d, 3rd, 4th 250t Constitution Anniversary — Penny mentioned Mark Giddings is

coordinated ideas for this anniversary, would like to use the community center July 2-4,
and advised him to contact Claudia with specific times to rent space. Steve added Mr.
Giddings should attend a township meeting to explain his ideas. Ila mentioned that the
Cormorant Lions have purchased 250" Anniversary flags to be flown under all the

American flags located within Cormorant Village.

11) Change Office Hours for a Few Months — Claudia advised that she is providing

daycare for her premature granddaughter every other week for the next few months, and
not in the office for those weeks. She will be able to work remotely, to retrieve email and

voicemail messages.

12) Miscellaneous items — Claudia noted that the Minnesota Benefit Association’s bill is

due on April 1*. Cindy advised that mileage is now $0.75.5/mile for 2026 as set by the

federal government.
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H. Treasurer’s Report - Cindy presented her treasurer’s report for January 2026. Board

reviewed claims (payments) and receipts. Data is available on request.

Beginning Balance $329,715.48
Receipts + $ 16,010.23
Disbursements - $ 25.509.08
Ending $ 320,216.63

checking acct. balance

The Treasurer’s Report was approved by Tony, seconded by John. Carried 3-0.

I. Adjournment - The township meeting was adjourned at 7:37 p.m. with a motion from
Steve, seconded by John. Carried 3-0. The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on
February 24", 2025, at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Claudia M. Hanson, Clerk and
Penny Wickenheiser, Deputy Clerk

Steve Sorenson, Chairperson



