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 The Cormorant Township Board meeting was held on Tuesday, February 24th, 2026, at 7:00 

p.m. at the Cormorant Community Center. Board members present were Chairperson Steve 

Sorenson, Supervisors John Buhaug and Tony Hubbard, Clerk Claudia Hanson, Treasurer Cindy 

Wipperling, and Deputy Clerk Penny Wickenheiser.   

A. Call to Order by Chairperson Sorenson followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.    

B. Minutes from February 10th, 2026, regular meeting was read. Motion to approve minutes made 

by Tony, seconded by John carried 3-0. The claims/bills were signed as presented. 

C. New Business 

 1)  Liquor Licenses – Liquor Licenses – Liquor license renewals were requested by the 

following individuals representing their respective entities:  

  -Emma Mattson – Lakes Fika LLC (3.2 Malt Liquor, On Sale Wine/Strong Beer) 

  -Gabe Line – Tri Lakes Roadhouse (On/Off Sale) 

  The Board reviewed applications for renewal of all liquor licenses for those listed above.  

  Tony made motion and seconded by John to approve licenses, and motion carried 3-0. 

Copies were made of all approved licenses and originals given to the respective parties.   

 2)  Mark Giddings – Mr. Giddings was present to advise and ask Board to allow him hosting a 

250th Anniversary of the US Constitution, which nationally several communities are 

planning special events for this milestone.  He added this would not be a Cormorant Lions 

event but hoping to have volunteers from there and the public to help.  He is envisioning a 

potential 3-day event: Thursday 7/2/26 evening– have band play outdoors, weather 

permitting, Friday 7/3/26 – sale of flags, Boy Scout flag education, Saturday 7/4/26 – pie, 

ice cream social.  He would have the Lakes Area  Patriots sponsor this, as well as two other 

groups (Texas Patriot Academy, Twin Cities American Experiment). Question was asked if 

this was a bi-partisan event, to which he replied to as being non-partisan. He has been in 

contact with Tammy Odegaard as she is organizing a 250-member choir for the Lake Park 

area for this 250th Anniversary. Discussion ensued and concern raised if porta-potties would 

be rented, inclement weather back up plan, traffic control, clean-up of premises and grounds.  

Cindy asked if his sponsors can pay rent or help donate for the use of space, if events were 

moved indoors, especially if there is 3 days of use at the center. Board discussed and 

summed up that  
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  Mr. Giddings will need to update the Board on his plans to manage some of the concerns 

brought up before final approval of this. A rental agreement and user policy is also required 

for him to complete. 

 3) Detroit Lakes Forest School Prom – Claudia advised Melissa Gullard,  DL Forest School 

coordinator, would like to host a prom for their older home-schooled teens (school has 

meeting at the center twice a month). The date that they hoped for is Friday, May 1st in the 

evening.  The Board advised this should be well supervised by chaperones and also suggest 

a donation. Ila Mae added that no one should be downstairs, especially in the gym, as that is 

still open for area exercisers to use. Claudia will pass this guidance on to Ms. Gullard. A 

similar event (Teen Night) was hosted in 2024 by another community group.  Board 

otherwise gave ok to proceed for this event. 

D. Old Business 

 1) Lisa Marschall, Township Assessor – Ms. Marschall emailed her summary of work 

conducted in 2025.  She assessed a total of 2191 billable parcels. Her 2-year contract will 

expire this year, so a new contract will need to be negotiated.  The remaining balance of her 

contract is $13,011.00. This years’ board of appeal & equalization will be held on April 21st 

(Tuesday) at 11:00 a.m. Claudia has been in contact with the Art Club to move their group 

to the School Room and the Mahjong group to relocate to another space for the day.  

 2) Heartland Trail Meeting  - Claudia attended this meeting via Teams on Feb. 11th, 2026, in 

which much work is still needed for extending the Trail out to the lakes area. Jay Carlson, 

County commissioners, county highway engineers,  township officials, and many other 

entities discussed how to fund project, make use of available bonding money before 

deadline, where the trail should go and other issues.  

 3) Upgrade Electronic Messaging Board –– Claudia provided estimates from  Daryl Kirt, 

Scenic Sign Corp., Fergus Falls (contractor for Indigo Signs). These estimates were quite 

costly, and Board agreed to withhold any upgrades at this time.  

 4) Exercise Room –- Ila Mae Lindstrom stated that Casey from Push, Pedal, Pull had not be 

out yet to repair treadmill.  There also is a dead weight cable on the weight station that might 

need replacement.          
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E. Recycling – Nothing to report 

F. Roads  - Occasion snowplowing continues when weather acts up. 

G. Other Business 

 1) Board of Appeals/Equalization Training – John completed his training and is certified 

until 7/1/2029. 

 2) Dates to Remember: Township Day at the State Capitol is March 2nd. Annual Weed 

Meeting is in Callaway on Thursday, March 19th. Annual Meeting and Township Elections 

are on March 10th which elections are from 5:00 pm- 8:00 pm and annual meeting begins at 

8:15 pm. Short Course in Mahnomen is Monday March 30th. 

 3)  Lawn Care Contract – Claudia left message with contractor to have only one application 

again this year. 

 4) Employee Safety meeting – Claudia reminded to have this meeting scheduled soon before 

any road/brush site/recycling site work begins. 

 5) Outdoor Recreation Economic Impact Discussion -This meeting for anyone interested in 

developing outdoor recreation, is to be held at Detroit Mountain on Feb. 25th, 2026, from 2-4 

pm. 

 6) Tony Hubbard retiring supervisor - Steve encouraged everyone to a round of applause for 

Tony’s six years of service as a township supervisor! 

H. Treasurer’s Report - Cindy presented her treasurer’s report for February 2026.  Board 

reviewed claims (payments) and receipts. Data is available on request.  

Beginning Balance                                     $320,216.63 

Receipts                           +    $  48,277.00     

Disbursements                         -      $  20,816.73   

Ending                   $  347,676.90             

checking acct. balance              

 

 The Treasurer’s Report was approved by Tony, seconded by John. Carried 3-0.   
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I.   Adjournment - The township meeting was adjourned at 7:49 p.m. with a motion from  

Steve, seconded by John. Carried 3-0. The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on March 

31st, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.  

         

         Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Claudia M. Hanson, Clerk and  

Penny Wickenheiser, Deputy Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve Sorenson, Chairperson 

 

 


