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The 2026 Annual Township Meeting of Cormorant Township was held on

March 10th, 2026, at 8:15 p.m. at the Cormorant Community Center. Residents (electors) who

attended are recorded on the sign-up sheet.

A.
B.

Call to Order by Clerk Claudia Hanson followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Election of Moderator - The floor was opened for nominations for a moderator, which was
followed by a motion made by Kevin Wickenheiser, seconded by Cindy Wipperling, to nominate
Scott Hanson as moderator. No other discussion was made, and motion passed unanimously.
Minutes of 2025 Annual Meeting — Minutes were included in the Information packets listed
next. There were no corrections or additions.

Treasurer's Report and Information Packets - All present were offered this packet and
projected on screen outlining last year's financial information, other information, last year’s copy
of annual meeting minutes, prepared by Treasurer Cindy Wipperling. Question arose regarding
the transfer of funds and why there was no more detail to why transfer was made from another
fund. Question also arose on donations and Cormorant Daze expenses and concern expressed
over these items. A lot of discussion ensued with Cindy explaining fund transfers, CTAS
accounting, and Steve Sorenson added explanation to Cormorant Daze expenditures and what
Township donates. Citizens expressed to have Township Board consider how could cut back
funding on this event. Cindy continued thru packet information touching on recycling and
introducing a new Becker County compost program. Also included in packet was tax comparison
with taxable market values for last three years, along with fund balances and fund detail,
beginning and ending cash balances for 2025. Motion was made by John Buhaug to approve
the Report/Packet, seconded by Curt Lundeen. No other discussion passed unanimously.
2025 Road Report — Chairperson Steve Sorenson gave report, indicating the township did not
spend any on road overlay work int 2025 due to how expensive tar product has become.
However, the Board will reconsider crack sealing if necessary. The gravel roads are graded on a
regular basis. Ditches are mowed for about 50 miles of township road. A road inspection will be
done in April. Snowplowing continues in which there are many dead ends, about 35 cud de sacs
in the township, which can be difficult to clear due to how small some are. He also reminded the

public of the 33-foot township road right of way from the centerline of the road, which needs
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remain vacant or empty and not for long term parking, storage of items, etc. A question arose
about reflectors in the road right of way, which also should not be placed within 33 feet from
centerline of the road.

F. Swing Away Mailbox Posts, Brush Site, Recycling — Supervisor John Buhaug advised the
township is still implementing Swing Away Mailbox Post program, as these posts save many
mailboxes during winter plowing season. Eight mailbox posts were installed in 2025 and there is
no cost to Township residents. John also mentioned the Brush pile has been moved to the
southwest side of the site and patrons need to watch signs more closely to dump their brush in the
correct area. John touched on recycling and reminded to only bring recyclables to the sites, not
small appliances, furniture, bicycles, junk that is obviously not a recyclable item. Unfortunately,

this adds more expense to maintaining the sites if garbage or junk needs to be hauled away.

G. 2027 Levy Proposal- The township residents (electors) present need to decide what the levy
amount should be for each fund for 2027. The total amount of levy voted last year was $606,000.
Agenda outlined last year’s amounts levied for each fund.

1) General Fund - The General Fund levy was $200,000, set from last year. Rob Schwartz
motioned to decrease levy to $180,000, seconded by Jeremy Sommers. Discussion ensued,
Moderator called for vote, motion failed. Further discussion and Cindy Wipperling moved
to set levy at $280,000, seconded by Claudia Hanson, moderator called for vote, motion
failed. Mark Giddings motioned to set levy at $220,000, seconded by Jeremy Sommers,
vote was called and motion carried to set General Fund levy at $220,000.

2) Road & Bridge - Last year this levy amount was $304,000. Duane Olson made motion to
increase the levy at $305,000, seconded by Tim Erickson. No other discussion and motion
carried by audience.

3) Fire Fund — This fire fund was increased to $60,000 last year due to increasing costs for the
Lake Park Fire Department. No updated contract has yet been received from the fire
department, of which the majority of the fire department expense is servicing our area.
Tim Erickson motioned to keep the Fire Fund to $60,000. Motion seconded by Curt
Lundeen. No other conversation regarding this fund. All voted and motion carried to keep

the Fire levy to $60,000.
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4) Weed & Gopher Fund - The gopher bounty must be determined first, which last year was
$4.00 per gopher. Tim Erickson motioned to continue bounty at $4.00 per gopher,
seconded by John Buhaug. No additional discussion ensued so motion carried unanimously.
Last year, the levy for this fund was voted to be $0. Mark Giddings motioned to increase the
levy amount at $1000, seconded by Claudia Hanson. No other comments or concerns were

raised. Motion was passed unanimously.

5) Waste Management — A resident asked question if the township still receives a waste
management grant from Becker County, which Cindy Wipperling stated about $3500 was
received. Mark Giddings motioned to decrease levy to $40,000 seconded by Rob Schwartz.
Vote for motion failed. Duane Olson motioned to keep at $42,000, seconded by Tim
Erickson. Vote for motion carried for levy remain at $42,000.

Total levy for 2027 is set at $628,000.

2026 Election Results were as follows:

Supervisor (3-year term) = Kevin Wickenheiser with 51 votes
Sam Blattenbauer with 6 votes
Randy Erickson (write in) with 1 vote

Clerk (2-year term) = Claudia Hanson with 55 votes

A round of applause was given to outgoing supervisor Tony Hubbard, who did not refile as
supervisor, served for 6 years, and congratulations to incoming supervisor Kevin Wickenheiser,
and continuing clerk Claudia Hanson.

Township Bank —Curt Lundeen made motion to keep the State Bank of Lake Park as the
official bank of the township, seconded by Tim Erickson. No other discussion ensued,

passing motion unanimously.

Official Paper of the Township - The official newspaper has been the Detroit Lakes

Tribune. An inquiry was made again as to why the Lakes Country Connection could not serve as
the official paper for the township which that paper does not publish legal notices. A suggestion
was made to use the Pelican Rapids Press as person assumed it was a free publication, which
someone else corrected that it is not free publication. Curt Lundeen motioned to continue having

the Detroit Lakes Tribune as official newspaper, seconded by Jim Wild. No other
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discussion and the motion was passed unanimously.

K. 2027 Township Election Poll Hours and Annual Meeting Time — Claudia Hanson advised that

State of MN dictates the date and time of the Annual Meeting, which will always be held on the

second Tuesday in March. The Annual Meeting will be March 9™, 2027, starting at 8:15 pm with

the township election preceding the meeting with the polling hours from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
L. Other Business

I.

LARL Library Link Site — Librarian Cindy Lichtsinn, the new librarian, was unable to
attend this meeting. However, Claudia Hanson read a report Cindy provided. Monthly
circulation statistics show 3,694 items check out (increase of 745 from 2024). Patron count
was 916, with 10 newly signed up patrons. LARL sponsored two on-site program last year
and will have 2 sponsored reading programs, a winter Blizzard Book challenge, and an
upcoming Summer Reading Program “Reading is Timeless” starting in June. to encourage
youth to read in the summer.

Cormorant Daze — This year it is scheduled for August 15" 2026 (3™ Saturday in August).
The township sponsors many events for this annual town celebration, which is attended by
more people every year.

Donations —Electors, at annual meeting, may allow the Town Board to contract with
nonprofit organizations to support health, social and recreational services, artistic
organizations, public or private non-profit senior citizen or youth programs. Past donations
and Cormorant Daze expenses were reviewed again and much discussion incurred on the
township sponsoring this event, if it is the most prudent use of taxpayer money, as well as the
donations made. One resident asked how many vendors participated, the fee for their booth,
and suggested the vendor fees be increased to generate more revenue for Cormorant Daze.
Steve Sorenson added the Cormorant Daze donation funding for this year is at about $20,000.
Other suggestions were brought up for supervisors to consider. The donations and
Cormorant Daze expenses will be reviewed by the Board and voted upon at the future

reorganizational township meeting.
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4. Other Business as brought up by the Public:
a) Claudia Hanson — Brought up upcoming vacant Becker County Auditor/Treasurer
position topic and Becker County Township Association is in favor of maintaining
this as an elected position, rather than converting it to an appointed position.
A citizen in the audience spoke up, advising the advantages of that being an
appointed position. Claudia advised the public to attend the County Commissioners

meeting set for March 17", 2026, at 9:00 a.m. to voice their opinion.

M. Adjournment — As no other public business was brought up, Curt Lundeen made a motion to
adjourn, motion was seconded by Ila Mae Lindstrom. Motion carried. Thank you to Moderator Scott

Hanson and he declared meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Claudia M. Hanson, Clerk

Penny Wickenheiser, Deputy Clerk

Scott Hanson, Moderator






